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With reference to the recent newspaper comments to j_ 

the effect that Lash has obtained a position with the Office 
of Civilian defense, a file review reflects a comprehensive 
memorandum which indicates that he was affiliated with the 
American Student Union and the American Youth Congress. 

In accordance with your instructions no investigation 
is being instituted at this time but this matter will be brought 
to your attention at the end of fifteen days for your further 
consideration. \ 
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Sumou of {nosatisatiim 

United itatrs department of Itiitlce 

!Sasi?mgtan, 3. C. 

February 3, 19kZ 


MEMORANDUM FOB UR. 0. M. LADD W / 

' 0 v 

Re: JOSEPH P. LASH, / 

Internal Security - Hatch Act. 


A review of the Bureau’s files reflects that on 
November 25, 19U1, a summary memorandum reflecting all 
pertinent information concerning the above-«c«ptioned subject — 
vas made available to Ur. Rhea Vihitley, of the Office of Naval 
Intelligence, for his assistance, as i 'x. Lash at that time was 
being investigated as a result of his application for a commission 
in the Naval Reserve. 

In connection with recent newspaper publicity to the effect 
that Jr. Lash was employed by the Federal Government, arrangements 
were made with Ur, R. R. Roach, of the Bureau, to determine from the 
Office of Naval Intelligence whether any investigation had been made 
by that Agency. Ur. Roach has advised me that the inquiry conducted 
by the Office of Naval Intelligence consists of one large report and 
that most of the material contained therein is a restatement of the 
information appearing in the Bureau's summary memorandum, together 
with frequent references made concerning Lash in the various Dies 
Committee reports on un-American propaganda activities. As only one 
copy of the report was prepared, Ur. Roach stated it would be 
impossible to have another one made. On January 20, 191*2, however, 
he did obtain a synopsis of this report, the original of which is 
attached hereto for inclusion in the Bureau file. 


There is also attached a news item appearing- 1 iJi jj 

Washington Daily News for January 22, 19h2, advising t Nrt£fcftE&i«ag>i nj 
questioned by the Dies Committee on the night of Janua ry 21 191*2 
this having been arranged by Urs. Roosevelt in an effo to'havgFR ^ 
Ur, Lash obtain a comnissioa in the Navy's intelligenc 5 service 

U. S. DEPARTMENT 

As you have indicated, no investigation is b ;ing made in 
this case at this time under the provisions of Public Law No. 135 
77t>b Congress. * 
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. BrJNUOEE. M. sown . ... . . ... 

t ‘ — — Joseph P. "Lash, tHe seasoned youth leader from New York Oty;- 

s^ent several hours in secret session with the Dies Committee ; tost 

appearance is said to have been arranged by Mrs* Eleanor:. 
Roosevelt, who has been trying to get Mr; Lash a commission in the 
Navy’s intelligence service. He is a frequent White House guest, , : 
So far, the Navy has turned him down. The Dies Comnuttee hasjja 
long record on his affiliation with and leadership of allegedly Coii- 
munist and pacifist organizations.- v - w _ L 

m .usb The story, as it leaked from the co mmittee, was that Mrs. Roosevelt 

( sent for Chairman Martin Dies CD., 

Tex.) and had a two-hour conference 
? regarding her protege. The purpose of 
•1 -the conference. It Is said, was to ar- 



§' 


range for Mr. Lash to appear before the 
committee and correct his record there, 
’• In order to facilitate his getting a Navy 
commission. 

5 OUTCOME UNCERTAIN - 

j After a postponement yesterday aft- 
i emoon. Chairman Dies had Mr. Lash 
. appear before the committee around 

Whether the result will be a white- 
* Washing of his “pink” reoord has not 


I 


f 


7. bten learned. 

Z a The Office of Naval Intelligence Is 
f the Navy’s highly confidential counter- 
espionage service. 

Mr. Lash has always denied he ever 
was a Communist Party member. After B 
the Btalin-Hitler pact he split with £ 
the Communist leadership in the Amer- jr 
l icari Student Union, of which he was • 

'" executive secretary. 

On Oct 9, 1939, Oliver Kenneth Goff, L 
f an ex-communist, told the Dies Com- : 

| mittee he knew Mr. Lash to he a Com- :■ 

- . munist He said the latter attended 
; the eighth convention of the Young; 
f Communist League in New York City ] 

5 is a member-at-large. 

1 ARTICLE IN EXHIBITS 

Dies Committee exhibits include an I 
article Mr. Lash wrote in 1937 for the | 
magazine Champion. 

"American youth," Mr. Lash wrote. \ 
"does not intend to lay down its life In f- 
sheilhotes around -Shanghai or Tim-'* 

’ buctoo. The ^MPUB of the ASU 
states that **e will not support any! 
war which the Untied States Govern- ! * 
ment may undertake' for we recognize 
that such a war would be imperialist 
in character. - 

"The ASU means business by that r 
. declaration. That is why it carried 
thru the anti-war strike last sprtog 
' which enlisted the support of 500400 
students. For the strike against war is ;. 
a dress rehearsal of what we intend to 
do in a war crlsls>.. , ■ . 

j In .The New Masses, Communist 


monthly, Mr. Lash wrote in 1936 an 
cle urging the use of labor union - 
for "achieving a mass straggle 
it capitalism as a whole." 
Between Jan. U and May 38, 1938, 
ie Communist Daily Worker reported 
activities on at least 12 occasio n s. 
1 Browder cited his leadership in 
)e American League Against War and 
:ism, terming him a Socialist. But 
^According to his own testimony before 
she Dies Committee, during a former 
pppear&nce unarranged by Mrs. Roose- 
velt Mr T-ash resigned from the Bo- 
bialisl Party in 1937 because it was 


"subordinating the Interest of the peo- 
ple as a whole in the Interests of 
factional considerations within the 
left" 

He was co-author of a book called 
"War Our Heritage." The book, as 
advertised In the Communist Interna- 
tional of November, 1936, dealt w*h 
“the deep-seated anti-war sentiment 
and activity to the universities jb- 
day . . ." 

Borne years ago Mr. Lash took the 
"Oxford oath." promising not to sup- 
port the United States to any war. 

But* wow, - ap parently, he wants a 
uniform— an officer’s uniform. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED" 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 



aSHIHOTOH DAILY IJ3.S 
1-22-L2 
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" . » ttwiftm XJnioo UIktm io <> , 

iifcloa»/| United lUUee ienewr, tj Revered Oeerge 0* 
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pew York City, Js», 19 , 194 ?^ 



the ststsmsnt. which hsvs spp««d id recent month. ^ Hr. JonejJj • 

P, 0 IA.h. general secretary of the United State. Commit*.. of International Stnfcnt 


Service, we a natter of deep conown to thin w~itt«. These statncents involve 
not only hr. Lash hut. by implication, the general position of the committee 

the international Student Service, founded in 1920, embarhed on its present 
progran two years ago. The purpose of tHis program has hew to acquaint students, 
through free dlsoussion, with the traditions and needs of democratic sooiety and 
thereby to strengthen their devotion to our governmental system. In Hovember, 1940, 
a-. Lash was elected to be general secretary. St the time of his election the 
members of the executive committee were aware of his former political affiliations. 

They also knew that he had separated from his former associates because he had become 
convinced that their beliefs were not compatible with the preservation of the_Amerio|r 

•way of life* 

in our association with Ur. Lash we have every reason to know that he subscribes 
whole-heartedly to the traditions and beliefs of our democratic society. Our su<^e 
with a large number of students has blen in great measure owing to their confidence 
him. We consider the attacks on 13*, Lash not only unjust to him but detrimental to 


•&- 




the movement which he servta. 




, .-nEE&Mf' 

£*»x ls S3 pat •■■J W iwS 1 

Mrs. David li. I^evy 


\ A ' 


Dr. Alvin Johnson, Chairmen 
Mrs. Henry Goddard Leach 
Mrs. Eliot Pratt 
Algernon D. Black 
Dr. Alfred E. Cohn 
Dr. Clyde fiagleton 
Dr. William Fletcher 
Dr. Harry Gideoase 
Dr. Edgar J. Fisher 


XoTS* Davxa Ij • inv pr ft in 9 
Mrs. Dwight sorrow * tO 
Dr. William i . VY J-’SHCE 
Dr. Rcinholtt iUebiUu* ^ Y\ \ J 


Dr. Rcinhol 
Mrs. Freriklijii D. 
Dr. George S huster 
Robert G. Spivak 


New York , Jen. 16 , 1S42 
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Mr. E. A. Tamm 

Mr. Ladd 

— -Mr . Carson 

Mr. Alden 

Mr. Cunningham 

Mr. fitch 

Mr. Hollo ma n 

- — Mr. Kimball 
- — Mr. Strickland 
— Mr . Tien 


=,= 31708 
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Mechan^^i^r^ 

mSjff r ti0n DiviBi °n 
^echniWai Laboratory 

Cries Statistics 

~ — "*®* *• P. KRAMER 

MR. J. ff. MUMFORD 


supervisors 


W. H 

C. D, 

— T. N. 

8. W. 

G. C. 

— - J. A. 

W. S. 

- — D. A. 

7 • P. 

— P. F. 
R. E. 


• Alexander 
> Anderson 
Berry 
Black 
Burton 
Cimperman 
Crawford 
Flinn 
Hyland 
Kriethe 
Lanctot 


— Stenographers 

—Typi B t s Rm. 1712 

—Correct 
-Re-date 
-Initial 
-See me 
-Call me 


***** 




H. B. Long 

— -C. C. MacCartee 
— R. Mclntire 
— B * P. Morgan 
— J. C. Neely 
— R. E. Boach 
— P* J. Smith 
- C. G. Stetter 
— R* I>. Traynor 
— L * Whitson 
~- E * H - Wi'nterrowd 


s' 

—Files Section 

7^Ti at8 aoti <>" 

-Sena Beference 
_Sendfii e 

3^5g file up-to-date 
Record, search, 

Tn^ ialize ’ and route 
.Indicate index ref* rt ,„ ceo 



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
director 



BBY:«es 


federal Surrau of InoHttgatlon 
United §tatre Department of 3ustice 
B3ast?ington, 30. C. 

February 12, 1942 


MEMORANDUM. FOB KB. LADD 






Ik 


jn\y\^r 

■ i j > ■ - 

\ -> 


**’ ififORM/VTIOW CONTRff®^— 

B “ eE " HEREIN is Uii JLASSIFiE D ~ 

The|washington Poet for Thursday, February 12, 1942 
carried an article entitled^* Pair Enough" by Westbrookpegler,* 
carrying the subhead ,^ n Mre . EppseveltJ.s JPriyate.Lif e" . This 
article was a direct attack upon Mrs. Roosevelt, the wife of 
the President and accused her of meddling in TheXLTevspaper 
Guild, which Pegler stated was a Communist organization. " Jl 

.. 

He then stated that Mrs. Boosevelt, in commercializing 
her office as wife of the President had forfeited the respect , r . ^ 

people are accustomed to giving one of her position and in so 
doing she had left herself open for the same criticism he vould- 
give any other private citizen. - 

i-- ^ 

He further stated Mrs. Boosevelt had been piecing 
her personal friendB in Government employ for some time and 
that the Pies Committee had commented concerning this but 
had to 6peak softly less Mrs. Boosevelt exert her influence 
to have its appropriation discontinued. 

He then commented upon the fact that Mrs. Boosevelt 
had named one actor, one dancer, and one secretary from her 
private payroll, to paid positions in the Office of Civilian 
Defense. Be also accused her of appointing one unnamed youth, 
who was formerly associated in the Communist front. This 
person was formerly married to "a young campus cutie who had 
been infected with the Moscow principles" and who celebrated 
her marriage with a piece in a Muscovite paper entitled, "My 
Father Was a Liar".. He was also stated to be on Mrs. Roosevelt's 
private payroll of monies derived from her commercialization 
^of the Presidential Office. It is pre storied that this person 
referred to was Joseph P. Bash. ; Lb, PT" T " 1 

1 - MIMzM 

1 * clipping of this article 1« being tfKlSW HIVESTI6ATI0II 

memorandum for your information. 


2 FES 211 W 


Respectfully, 

,B. B. Yadon, Jr., 


IS FEB 12 1942 

U. S. DEPARTMENT Of JUSTICE 



JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
' Director » - 
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Bureau of ImicBlttuittou 
Mnitrfo States Urpartmrnt of dustier 
ffiaslimutnu, Q. <£ . 

February 12, 1942 

ISJ'OKAfTO'JU FOR VA. 1ADD 



mv * 

WsJ 


be advised that an examination of the Congressional Records of February 6 
and February 9, '■'r'J- » reveals that the following individuals were charged therein as 
being members oi tne Communist, Nazi, or Fascist parties, or previous allegations of 
membership in such parties are denied: 

Al- 

Record Subversive Place of Address lega— 

liSBg. Organization Employment (if given) tion ^Denial 


li.K 


1135 

1136 

1137 


Justine Wise Polier 
liary Dublin 

Norman Corwin , 

George Saunders 
Joseph P. Cj Lashy' ' * 

Paul'Tellogg 


Communist Office of 
Civ. Defense 

it »i 

« n 

n n 

« it 

« n 




6-i' 


Goodwin Watson^ •J***'- ^ 

t,i~^ Xr 

Peter Rhodes 
William E. Dodd, Jr. , 
Charles A. Gauld ■s 
V&ry Johnson 


A— 498 Melvyn Douglas S 9*» 

(2-9-42) 




H Federal Communi- 
cations Commis- 
sion 

ti n 

« M 

« It 

n n 

" Office of 

Civ. Defense 


x 

X 

X 

X 

X 






■a 

rj 

'J 


X 

X 

X 

X 


(Note: The above allegations are from lists furnished by Dies Committee.) 
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CffX^A'lr. 



■t » -•- ^ %•.*■». 7 * • a . - ->•■'•-. ••• -.*••»-'£* « •■;’ • . *- ->•<•« -• "*•.•*■»{ 

:• • : . ' ■;• ■•■• " • ■ i. •' ■;•• .:••'■;• *.-• ?. « >■ .- • •...*: 

return to tbs city, your .letter of 
September 12 f 1942 was brought to my attention. " The •" .7 • y. 

patriotic interest which motivated you to write me in : C'V?"-r£? ; 


IT'- v s- -T 


£hls regard is indeed appreciated. -.y /■ v ' 

;jr ? 'I want you’ to know that the content of your 

letter, which has been carefully noted, is being afforded £ ", Cl r ;‘ 

appropriate consideration by the FBI. In the event that;- _ 

you secure any additional information which you deem to 

be of interest to us in our work of safeguarding the 

internal security of our country, I hope you will again 

communicate with us. • • - — v , «* v . v ,.. ..... ....... „,.v. ' 


YC’^9 




.Sincerely yours, 

■ .• " "V. • . 

: v*. ••• •.*■••• * T''. *. 

J. Edgar. Hoover 

AIL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED , 


<••;*** • -V v-‘ 


- d ,i 'v 


%.v ¥ . >•’ W 




.i' 

, . . ' •• *.-**« J •• 

.. *v '•a : s ■■ ' ” *•* * •"• •'* i ‘ 

. .>* \ .. *•.*? t '.V ;; 

t He-*' WW' 


s; -fi 


• ■ ’ : ■ < a '.-; .''- ■ ' . ^ J"- ^s'! ’ ' V '-^' ^ L' 


^ Sir s n mi 



VASjJC 

65-1626 


lefiml Bureau of Inontigatiim 
finite States department of fusttre 
Washington Field Division, 1435 K Street, H. V, 
/Washington, D. C, 

October 27, 1942 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washing 

ClASSSRE® ES * 

DECLASSIFY OH: 

Dear Sir! 


I ttr. Mm 

Hr. %. A.Xuem. 


Hr. Ciwh — ... 

- 

X*r. J\:ch©J* * 

>-T. Ros;a 

Mi. T'.iv 

Mi. Cs; i.'n 
Ti’- Co£«y 

Li . : icauO® • •*« 
t£r. Ki fciiacr.— « 
Mr. Kv-Cuittf .**•< 
Mr. Ktoisix '*'**■ 


4 MW 

J »«i. M 


It is considered possible that this individual may be 
identical with JOSEFH^^ASH who has formerly been active in alleged 
Goanxunist front organisations in Few York City and elsewhere. 
AFPROFJ^TE AGEMIES , 

AMD FIELD OsnCK | Ns v^ Very truly yours, 

ADVISED BY ROQlNG/j T' 
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D. H. Ladd 


You will recall that Joseph Lash Is the individual in ehom Mrs, 
Roosevelt showed extreme interest at the tine he was attempting to obtain 

pv:f ; - a oo omission in the lavy,;:^:; :;r '*•;;/:/ v; 

Respectfully, " -V ' " r " V : ' ; ; 

i; r-i JL'' J. ■ £ . --i * • i V 

y '* — I*- 1 '' • ' •. . 




Mr. Tolton 
.Mr.'-E. A: Ttoaijv 
: Mr/ Clegg ' i- 
Mr. Glavi n . 

Mr. . Ladd , _ ? 

Mr. Nichola ^ "• 

Mr. Ro«ea | 

Mr. Trac y f 

Mr. Cargos | 

Mr -Coffev t 

Mr. Hendon 

Mr. Kramer 
Mr. McGnire 
Mr. Quinn Tamm _ JO 
Mr. Keaae . . 

Mies Gandy . K C/* 
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Irteral 8u»au of {norEtigatum 
United ftatn Department of Iiuttn 
SJaaljmgton, 3. <L 
November 3, 19k 2 


lie. Tolioa, 

Mr. E.A. Turn. 
Mr. Cites 




MEMORANDUM FOB TOE BIEBCTOg 
HEt SERG&WT JOSEPH SaSH 


Mr. Coffee_ 

Mr. Hendon 

Mr. Kramer__ 
Mr. MeGaire. 
Mr. Harbo 



■M4 


Mr. Qnlon Tamm. 
Tele. Roo m 
Mr. Nease 


It is felt that the following will be of interest to you. 


Miee Beeh m & 
Miea Gandy 



Tou will recall that Joseph lash is the individual in whom Mrs. 
Roosevelt showed extreme interest at the time he was attempting to obtain 
a commission in the Navy, 
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•JOHN EDGAR HOOVER 
DIRECTOR 


CVSiMJJ 


jfcbctal Surrau of IttOEafigation 

llmtrb States Department of Suatire 

tnasliington, D. C- 
April 6, 1943 


MEMORANDUM FOB MB. 
BE: JOSEFS LASH 


Mr. Nicbols 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tracy 

Mr. Carson 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr . Hendon 

Mr. Kramer 

Mr. McGuire 
Mr. Harbo 
Mr. Quinn Tamm, 
Tele. Room ** 


Mr » None 

Oa April 4, 1943, Major Cairn rt of CIO telephonically MissBeaifc’ 
requested information on a reported conference of the American Toutj& 8sGttI j§J-7' 
Coacxeee which, was reportedly held in the District of Columbia some time 
In 1938 or 1939« Ho stated that at this tlmo it was his 

that Joseph lash was the Executive Secretary of this organisation and that 1 
he had attempted to quarter representatives of the American Touth Congress 
at Fort Meyer, Virginia. He also indicated that it wae hie understanding 
that Mrs. Roosevelt had interceded on behalf of Mr. Lash. 

The writer informed him that our files fail to reflect any 
definite information with reference to the above matter, but that apparently 
Mr. Ineh wae personally acquainted with Mrs. Roosevelt. He wAe informed 
that a search would be made of the files with reference to the American 
Youth Cona*!|^i order to determine any additional informatiohW may have. 

SupervieoxJSMWsubsequently Marched the files and in the absence of Major 

Calvert, telephonically advised Captain Osgood that our files contained no 
additional information. 


Major Calvert advised that General Strong had requested the above 
information. 


gSSsn* 



Respectfully, 


C. V. Smith 


Jj**' 
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SUBJECT* TRUCK j&kTVvg)' •- 

- * . ■•• • • SERGEANT JOl£i.A3I ; - -• -- . •* ; ;-r :-;y »' 

SECimTY l&TTSR 

At this time fljjjjBHHH^alled £roa tf«w fork to bring the '* 
Bureau’s attention to a comoao^midrappeared in Leonard Lyon’s column . . : 'T. 
("The lion' s Den" - the New York papers) today to the effect that Trade 1‘ 
ftratt and Sergeant Joe Lash will be married in the near future and Mrs. 
Eleanor Roosevelt will attend as a matron of honor* ; - 

You will recall that both Piratt and Lash are well known to us, 
Pratt having been a particularly close associate for some time of Gertrude 7 
Truslow Adams, the writer. Both; of these persons have often been mentioned 
in connection with Communi si -activities as has Sergeant Joe Lash, and further 
more, Adams and Pratt have been instrumental in furthering agitation for the 
Nationalist Party of Puerto Rico. 
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Letter - Director 
1AA6 
nr loo- 

I Ze*«o**T>OAj fed. Const «t'« flits reflected that on July 15, 1 945, *■«» was 
I » transferred to tfa* Station Compliment, Fart Oglethorpe, Georgia, in the 

vec/*sr. Quartermaster Corps, and anlsed at that station on July 27, 1945, as / n\- 
Second Lieutenant tinier ASH 01582853. It about the tine he v*s transferred^ ~ 
*ji articl e app eared In the Chattanooga l< fftaeg dated July 19, 1945, in which - * ^ 


m , ewwea an*; 47| *74^1 XU « 

was referred to as President of th^BteRICAN STUDENT UNION in 1538, 
ch has been exposed as a Ccmanniet Front by the testimony of tsrw 
eelf before the Special committee on Un-lee rican activities on January 21. 
l9hZ . 

/ Col. Constant advised that on September 28, 1945, IASH wee die- 

« charged from the Any in accordance with denotaUlsation procedure end that 
he reverted to an inactive status oa October 2, 1945. LASH'S last address 
was shown as 245 lest 11 Street, New fork City. Col. Coast ant stated that 
it ie believed that additional information end reports regarding LASH*S 
activities before January 1, 1945, are contained in the files of the War 
Department. A? }Y^Q 



The two files have been returned to Col. Constant in accordance 
% his request, after having been reviewed by this office. 

i ‘ tL ihf u « h / p SH has not been the subject of an investigation in the 
New York office (however, there are numerous references, mostly newspaper 
dippings, on file on him in this office), and there ie nothing In the 
above-mentioned files to warrant an investigation of him at the present 
time, the infomation is being forwarded to the Bureau only for information- 
al purposes, in view of IASH'S past prominence in the public press. 


BNsVJA 

100 - 


Very truly yours, 

1. 1. CONROT * % 

SAC 
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DCB 

PD - W. E. Duggan 

FULL NAME Of PERSON OR FIRM 


DATE OF BIRTH 

PLACE OF BIRTH 

Joseph P. 

» 

Dec 2, 1909 

NYC 

ALIASES ANO NICKNAMES 

%. 1 ■ 1 ii m| 

RACE 

seiT 

None known to Dept 


White 

Male 

ADDRESS 24? y /est llth g t 

OCCUPATION 

EMPLOYER 

NYC 14. 


Journalist 

New York Post 

TYPE OF INFORMATION OESIREO 
jyj All Infomaticc 
V E_D Derogatory 

Cl Tl ZENSNIP ‘STATUS i 

NAT. CERT. NO. 

MARITAL STATUS 

Married 

NAME OF ORGANIZATION 

HEADQUARTERS ADDRESS 

REPLY 

□ Material Attached 

OSTENSIBLE PURPOSE 

Passport-security ” 


□ No Record 

CD No Derogatory Information 

□ Other 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION 


NAMES OF LEADERS OR SPONSORS OR AFFILIATEO ORGAN I EAT ION 
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June 14, 1951 


A review of the records of this Bureau failed to 
disclose that any investi prat ion has been conducted by the FBI 
pertinent to your inquiry. But it has revealed that Joseph 
P. Lash was at one tine associated with the American Student 
Union. The Anerican Student Union was established at Columbus, 
Ohio on December 26 , and December 29, 1935. It is an amalga- 
mation of two -groups: The Student League for Industrial 

Democracy which was founded in 1905 no the Intercollegiate 
Socialist Societies and the National.Students League which was 
founded in 1932. In attendance at this convention were 427 
delegates of which 362 had voting previleges. It was reported 
that campus clubs and liberal groups sent llo delegates vrhile 
the Communist themselves sent 141 delegates. Among the officers 
elected was Joseph P. Lash, National Secretary. The second 
annual convention of the American. Student Union was held in 
Chicago, Illinois on December 26, 1936. The Union, reaffirmed 
its adherence to the so-called Oxford Pledge commonly referred 
to as the slackens oath In which they pledged themselves to 
refrain from bearing even in the defense of the United States 
against invasion. Among the officers of the American Student 
Union elected at this convention was Joseph P. Lash of New 
York, National Secretary. The official 'ublication of the 
American Student union was "The Student advocate" published six 
times a year at 112 East 19th Street, N w York City. Among the 
officers for 1937 was Joseph Lash, Associate Editor. It 
appears that Joseph P. Lash authored pamphlets such as ’’The 
Meaning of the Oxford Pledge" and "War Our Heritage". He 
apparently collaborated with a James A. Wechsler in the latter 
pamphlet. - 

The American Student Union held its third Annual 
Convention at Vassar College in Poughkeepsie, Mew York, on 
December 27, 1937. Among those elected was Joseph P. Lash, 
National Secretary. The 1938 officers of the Studant Advocate, 
the official organ of the American Student Union, listed Joseph 
P. Lash as an associate editor. 

Joseph P. Lash was elected National Executive Secretary 
at the Fourth Annual Convention and the American Student Union 
held on December 2$, 1936. Apparently at the Fourth Annual 
Convention, Joseph P. Lash made efforts to clarify the position 
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of the American Student Union with r ef e re nce to the Reserve 
Officers draining Corps declaring that "Our criticism has been 
directed, not fit the membership of the ROTC hut fit the anti- 
lebor, anti-democratic bias which the ROTC manuals instructors 
sad exercises have democ rated at times* In our effort to safe 
.guard democracy we believe that the members of the ROTC will » 
accept their responsibility along with that of the whole campus"* 
Joseph P* Lash has been deecribed as the former national Secretary 
of the Student League for industrial Democracy and a member of the 
National Student Strike Committee* He has also been described as 
a member of the Administrative Committee of the American Youth - 
Congress and as a member of the board of Directors of the American 
League for Industrial Democracy* He reportedly authored a A 

publication entitled "Toward A 'Close Shop* On the Campus"* 

Reportedly too, he was a member of the Advisory Committee of the 
North American Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy* U® has also * 
been described as a member of the i>oard of Directors of the k 

Publication entitled "Now Frontiers" which was issued by the 
League for Industrial Democracy* (61-7497-8) 

The American Student Union has been cited as a Communist' 
front by the Special Committee on Un-American Activities* 


A review uP 
| Dap* r tmont '.o f S ta te 
- Sp e cial Agen t 
ir.V, rasa 




(100-143868-4) 
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The American Student Union was cited as a Communist front 
by the Special Committee on Un-American Activities in its reports of ' 
January 3* 1939* at page 80$ Jan uary 3* 1940* at page 9* June 25* 

1942* at page loj and Karch 29* 1944* at page 159# x t has also 
been cited by the California Committee on Un-American Activitlea 
in its report of 1943* at page 115, by the Massachusetts 9JouBeeCtnnmitt< 
on Un-American Activities, in its report of 1938, at pages '{( and 
539 » and by the Rapp-Coudert Committee in its report of December 1, 
1941* at pages 14 end 107* and by the Special Sub-Committee of 
the House Committee on Appropriations in its report of April 21, 

1943* at page 3* the aforementioned North American Committee to aid 
Spanish Democracy has also been cited as a Communist front by the 
Special Committee on Un-American Activities in its reports of 
January 3* 1940* at page 9; and March 29* 1944* at page 146* It 
has likewise been cited by the California Committee on Un-American 
Activities in its report of 1948* at page 310; end by the Massachusetts 
House Committee on Un-American Activities in its report of 1938, 
at pages 395* 582 and 563* A further review of the records of this 
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? fc j£* Jos °P h ***»&• the National Secretary of the 
American Students Union, testified before the House Committee on 
Un-American Activities, on December 1. 1939- 
( 61 - 7497 - 160 ) * 

'•The "Daily Mirror" in New lork City for February 13, 1945, 
carried an article indicating thst Mrs, Joseph P, Lash was the 
former Gertrude Wenzel of Germany, who was once married to Elliott ‘ 
D* Pratt, allegedly, she has been affiliated with liberal if not 
left wings® persons and organizations, 

( 100 - 95346 - 54 ) 

The a^ove information is furnished for your confidential 
us© only, and is not to ba distributed outside of lyoup agency® 
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ka . ; SM-C " ( Bufile 100-355330 ) . > ^ : 
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In hej^bwom statement to INS, Seattle, 
identifie d JOE LASH as national Secretary of the 
Students Union in the late 1930’ s. This individual is identi- Vt 
cal with captioned subject on whom a closed case file is main- ijf: 
tained by the New York office and the Bureau (Bufile number ?- r r 
not known), ~y: 

A review of captioned matter reflects no indication ' 
of recent Communist or related activity on the part of LASH ^ ’ 

and it is not believed that further investigation is warranted • 
tinder existing Bureau instructions relative to conducting Se- ; : 
curity investigations as reiterated in Bulet to New York dated 
6/10/52 entitled "SECURITY INVESTIGATIONS OF INDIVIDUALS". 

\ Accordingly and UACB no further investigation will be 

Cpnducted by New York in captioned matter. . 

\ • In accordance with Bureau instructions in ReBulet, a’ • 
copy of this letter is designated for San Diego. 

1 - Bureau (100-35^330 


1 - San Diego (100-7560) 
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WCH STATES THAT PAULCROTCH # II a' ; \;->'V : ; \ 
BKiBlK BKPQRS TJG5 8 EXATB I1TERHAL SECURITY SVBCOKKIRXE AS ^ ; ; 
MEW CRIXAIS, STATED TEAT A WHITE BOUSE ESPIONAGE RING OPERATIC 
»<W 1934 THROOOH 1942 AID TSAI MRS. CUFFOBP DUBR/wIFS OF 
m FORMER FCC COiOQSSiaHER BAD TOLL XM0WZSD6K OP «BB _J?- 

conspiracy* crouch stated that ms espionage ring «*« 

OPERATED BT JOSEPH GRLDERS, ONE OF THE FOUNDERS OF THE HOW 
HKFUHCT SOUTHERN CONFERENCE FOB HUMAN WELFARE | THE REVEREND 
MAlCQIff DOBBS, OB TIKE OFFICIAL FOR THE COXFESEBCSf HOWARD 2201 
1H ATTORXETl JOSEPH LASH, *5L JBKBERf RED GILBERT PARKS, A 
BUSI HESS MANAGER FOR KBS. HCOSEYKLT'S JIAQAZISE 21 1933. CROUCH 
STATED THAT THESE PERSONS GAIKO) ACCESS TO TOP 607ERNKEHT . 
IHFORMATIOI FROM VARIOUS OFFICIALS INCLUDING THE PHES1DEHT 
’■iL "I ill; IP THE PRESIDENT AO HZS HITS HAD SOSPBCTBD 

VlfE WERE CCKWHSTS !JK WOULD SAVE BEEN HoKDUTEli DEHtO 
ACCESS TO TIB WHITE HOUSE. 
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follo^liig la atrenseript SI Tsui 
testimony before the Senate Is tarsal Security Subcommittee 

- p\ r ?* »■»-*« i ^ . :■ •' = :•• “’’V. 

' Mr, Arana. Mr. Crouch, you have previeualy been : " 

I;- a warn and Identified on this reeord? v? If f 

Crouch. ' too, ulr. • A ? ? _ ; y— . :; ■ ' 

Hr. Arena. " Zn tba aoaraa af your testimony 
yesterday, there ware two Items which we did not get 
to complete. One of tha Items was your testimony with 
reference to Hr. Oeldera and I believe you add four 
ether lndlTl duals who had cone kind of an Intelligence T/ 
apparatus. Would you tall us about that now so that we 
ean get that clear In the reward ? 

' '• ^ v - v . «»-• .V • V V.- v . 




Mr. Crouch, 1 had personal knowledge of flee • ? 
Individual Cosrainlsts who were assigned by tha Communist 
Party to obtain Intelligence information fro* the White 
House for the benefit of the Communist Party and the ; 
Soviet Government. 

lb*. Arena. Could you Identify those five firatt 

Mr. Crouoh. Those flee were, first, Joseph 6, - ; ‘ 
Colder*! sesond, Reverend Mel coin Cotton Dobbs, who 
Mas the head of the Youth Section of the Southern 
Conference for Homan Welfare and Who boasted to me m 
that hit position as a minister helped prevent »y i|v , 
possibility of any suspicion by either President ov ^ 
Mrs. Roosevelt of the feet that he was a top Cewnmlat 
leader. I have been In many email closed Party meetings 
with Reverend Malcolm Cotton Dobbs, liuaber three wae 

cci (H svr" — cc* 61-9512 
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Hf. «thn «| glag OM Of 

tbs founders n« a’aMbtr ef the Itocriag C o— 1 tt s 0 
•f the original conference to the Southern Conference 
fop Svau Vilfm at Blroto#a»» Alburn, end * mesher 
thsOknnxilBt Party $ l|««rlnf C>wltt>i it its oeoami 
conference at Chattanooga, .to ‘ \:AAp‘ 

* ■ * - ,J V • X :x ' -l; • *-*% ' <"• S '■• • - - ,„»y .- '•> ' r JP. ,v k ,V~f %^ k r<4, > ’• '. C - “i* '' “•■'■ -'■* Vtl ’«tf ' ' 
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access to 



. Reward tof llki the tthi^ to free tettu to.^&5$sg*^ 
the Vhlte House or Hyde Firk end wot • frequent guest 
>‘^V;:v“^^, to to*,Jto**toh* .to* J|N^ *tototo!|to : £«g$j^ 

^V-Av . - ' The fourth was Joseph Loth, o loading ttafctr of ; - 'v 

th» Young Conammlat League to of tho Communist Party# 

' The fifth wo* Gilbert L. fork*, who hod cnee been o 
business manager fop Eleonora Boosevelt'f togo»lto\KV^v;#--.-. 
/v:^ \ /• • "Babies • Just Bab let" end hod boon Agile tent Resettle* 

- Mat Director to Tex Tugwell to the government and who -Vv- : . 
later wo* o member of the District Bureau of the Communist :$•: 
•:;% v.:' ■ forty to the Carolina* and who woe * at tor of the Steering 
Committee of the Southern Conference for Human 'Helfare, ; 
Birmingham, Alabama, In November of 193® and who Stayed 
at my home during the time he was there earring on thle 
: - ;V \ “ '.AV"'- A:-. Steering Committee# .... 


v.V. : . •-' 






Those are the flee top Commanlst* I know too tarried 
tn espionage aetl Title* at the Shite House, reporting .for ^ : i. 
the benefit ef the Communist forty end the Soviet Oovsrnant 
end enabling Earl Browder **» thle information together with 
ether information — enabling lari Browder to make reports 
on What went on et cabinet meetings, at top level meeting* A 
ef the Communist forty I attended* . - \ 


Mr# Arens# 
inform* tlonT v •. 


Mould you tell u* the source ef your 




* Hr# Crouch# First, 2 have been to closed Cosmaiat . 
Party tastings with all of the five people and with the 
exception ef Joseph P# Lash, mil of these people have 
etatad to me personally their es*lga**nta by the Communist 
Party end have discussed their espionage activities to - 
behalf ef the Communist Party end the Soviet Government# 

I received information regarding Joe tosh** work from 
Earl Browder and from J# Petera and Z have aeon him in 
closed meetings of the Communist Party, end my wife, 
Sylvie Croneh, was in many top level am e tinge with 
Oil Green, Henry Vlnston, end Joe Lash of the Young 
Communist League# 
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ft. toft ft* «o*wmlet Party to 194*, 

ted X tore no reason to boliow that tola espionaj^ 
titlfltf uuod whan X toft to Cwsanltt Farky* 
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v ft. Arens. that did toM fin inapt* dot 

* speeirieally did they tot jv-Jr^ ^ ? *'*' 
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ft. Crouch. ~ They reported to 1. #et ere, wr 
assistants of Peters regularly te ell Information 
that they etrold gather en visits to the IJhlto House, ^ 
from conversations with top government effielals that 
ther wet there, end what deductions they could draw en 
government policy from their personal eonTersatlene 
with Mrs. Roosevelt ted wl th the President, ~ ; /• •; ' ' . . 

nr. Arens. Hew did they here access to the Vhtte ^ V 
louse ever end shore that ef any ether oltlsent ■ 

■■■■ ’ . }■ ■■ •- ' ■ 

Mr. Croueh. Howard Lee, Malcolm Cotton Dobbs, end ^ - 
Joseph Gaidars, Perks, ell that X mentioned, were personal 4 : 
friends of the President, . ^ ^ ^ , r , , ",^ 5 . 

For example, Gilbert t« Parka had been business 
manager for Kri* H©ossvslt*s megeslns from lowabtr of 
1932 until about July af 1933 *»d the foot that ho had ^ d 
this close business acquaintance, he developed a personal . 
acquaintance with her and with the President 

b, Senator Eaettohi. . .. . : l«t:* ; s*u^ ‘ft, Cr^uk^t. 

HP. Arana. Vhst has this to do with the scope ft; ) ; 

this Invest tgatlont - 




Mr. Arons. As I understand, Mr* Crouch suld 
yesterday Geldera was Identified se an associate who 
ftd dealings with people who are la the Southern Conference 
Educational Fund. 
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* 

?tr. Grouch, lea, sir; ». Solders, Bob Hall, 
exsd I were fchs three people who originally planned ond 
conceived the Idee of the Southern Conference and Its 
peal success would not have been possible If ho had not 
had access to the bfaite House and Hyde PtrJc* If he had 
not beer, able to eoend e weekend at Hyde Par'* us & guest 
of the President oh* Ura. Roosevelt end convinced there 
that this represented © worthwhile undertaking, persuaded 
Krc. Roosevelt to bo e speaker and persuaded the President 
of the United States to write a letter of greetings to open 
this conference, and through his acquaintance and his 
relationship with Mrs. Virginia Foster Purr to a United 
States Supreme Court Justice as the second featured 
epe&ker for the opening of this Conference. 


r. /.rens* 'iou are not suggesting, of eov.rce, 
former President or the first L »" ' J 

t these Coc.:fi mist 


hat either the 
ognlsant of the contacts 


t ie ro til 


agents wore iscklngi' 


th*. Crouch. Quito the contrary. All of the peopl® 
except Joe Lash, with whoa I did cot discuss the matter, I 
have discussed the cutter all told zne that the - resident 
and 1'rs. Roosevelt in no way suspected the-o of being 
hop* nun* s ts enb , of courts, if they Ii&q tuey would have 
laflTod.lc.tety he vc had r.o longer access to the Qhlto iio\y*y, 
and *notMn«j I h«ve said is to indicate that Justice hi I- ok 
hid any knowledge of the Communist conspiracy fcUftt.uftc* 
hisi &t Southern Conference for Huaen Welfare ©nu none •: f 
my testimony should be indicated as reflecting in *•?./ way 
whatsoever upon the integrity or sincerity of toe* United 
States Suprejso Court, but hlo sister-in-law, bra. v it* inla 


full knowledge of 


Foster furr, had - 

according to ttao detelled reports that were given ■: 
fielders after his return froa conferences -1th her. 


the conspiratorial nature 
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connect! oa >M tb 


'ove is submitted 
rour Interviews 


for 

ftth 


71^ 'If* t Y'. ‘ 

Crouch 


*ou.t ion in 
this -latter. 


- U - 


i TR-T 2 L 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION nr i 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT O^JUSTICS 


ins? jro?^ o/i 
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Transmit the following Teletype sewage to: /BUR UAL 

(■V 

JOSEPH LASH, UN* EE3UAIRTEL TO NY, 6/9/54* PRANK M* 
BEGLEY, DIRECTOR, BUILDING HA1TAGEIENT SERVICES, UN, 

AND FREDERICK ABBOTT, PRESS ACCREDITATIONS OFFICER, 

. - ■ / 

UN, BOTH FA) VISED THAT LASH IS NOT A UK EI-TLOEES, 

BUT IS AN ACCREDITED CORRESPONDENT FOR THE "NY TOST" 
TO THE UN. NO FURTHER INVESTIGATION BEING CONDUCTED 
BY THIS OFFICE. RUC. 
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